PREPARATION    FOR    THE    MASTERPIECE
Almond quickly discovered his mistake: "She repulsed
me with all her might/' he declared in rueful surprise.
Since he tells the story himself, he avoids unpleasant
details; but when a tailor of Rouen tried the same
trick some time later while measuring the Maid for a
gown, the repulse took the form of a lusty slap on
the face.
She was occasionally allowed other and more welcome
visitors from the outside world. Two burghers of Tournai
passed the night at the castle on their way from a visit
to the king, who may have instructed them to call on
her, and carried away a letter from Joan to the people
of their city, asking for twenty or thirty gold crowns to
pay for her current needs.1 The money was promptly
sent: had the government imposed a tax to meet the
whole of the ransom the people of France would have
paid it cheerfully. But it was not asked, and all they
could do for their idol was to march barefoot in pro-
cessions and have special prayers recited in the churches
imploring Heaven to grant her a speedy release.
But the priests of the other side were assaulting the
seat of mercy with equal fervour and a considerably
more efficient human instrument to abet their prayers.
By the beginning of September Cauchon and Bedford
hammered out a working agreement whereby the latter
should find money for getting hold of Joan and the
former look after the machinery for getting rid of her.
Not that Bedford required much persuasion. He was
all for putting the Maid where she could do no further
damage, but he wanted to be sure where he stood before
he committed himself to a very considerable investment.
1 Prisoners of war awaiting ransom customarily paid for their own food
and other necessities.
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